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Article Review
The article by Meyer (2019) reveals five significant trends that increase Earth's carbon pollution. According to the author, high levels of carbon pollution increased despite the growth of renewables in America. For example, the US is the world's second-largest market of solar energy, according to data by Bloomberg New Energy Finance. Global Carbon Project carried out the 2019 carbon emissions study, and the results were published in three crucial journals: Nature Climate Change, Environmental Research Letters, and Earth System Science Data. The findings indicate five facts and trends associated with increased carbon pollution.
According to this article, one of the surprising facts is that the world GDP increases faster than carbon pollution. For example, in 2018, carbon pollution increased by 2.7%, and on the other hand, the economy grew by 3 %( Meyer, 2019). Notably, the coal industry is one of contributing factors to increased carbon pollution. For example, in the last years, the slow growth of carbon pollution was associated with the downfall of the coal industry in Europe and the US.  In the United States, approximately 500 coal power plants have been closed since 2010. However, in other parts like China, coal has not declined, and its usage increased by 1% in 2019(Meyer, 2019) Globally, China produces almost half of the total coal production. Therefore, carbon emission in the country is high compared to entire Europe.
Another leading tread of increased carbon pollution is natural gas emission in Europe and the United States. In 2019, natural gas was considered the fastest-growing fossil fuel and generated approximately 7.7 billion tons of carbon (Meyer, 2019). The global consumption of natural gas increases carbon pollution. For example, in India, natural gas increases by 2.5%, and overall, Japan is considered the biggest importer of natural gas.
Lack of renewables also contributes to increased carbon pollution. However, according to the findings of the research, renewables are growing at high rates.  For example, in the United States, renewables increase by 11% every year (Meyer, 2019).  Lastly, Meyer reveals the impacts of climate change politics on carbon pollution. Today, every country has signed the Paris Agreement that promotes the reduction of carbon pollution. Other energy technologies also have facilitated the reduction of carbon emissions like fossil –fuels. Therefore, public policies should concentrate on shutting down coal plants and burn gasoline cars.
After reading this article, what surprises me is a trend on coal in Europe, the US, and China.  For example, I learned that the US government was determined to reduce carbon pollution by closing down more than 500 coal-burning plants from 2010 (Meyer, 2019) The government was not concerned with these plants' economic gain but focused on reducing carbon emissions. On the other hand, I was surprised that China produces almost half of coal production; thus, carbon pollution in the country remains high compared to other countries. Coal alone in China contributed to 6% of fossil–fuel-related carbon pollution.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Among the five trends, I only understand coal as the contributing factor to carbon pollution. I have read several articles that show how coal contributes to carbon pollution. In one article, I learned that coal is the largest source of electricity in the world (Meyer, 2019) However, most countries have adopted fossil fuels like natural gas to replace coal due to its adverse environmental impacts. I have researched the effects of coal, and my findings indicate that it negatively impacts carbon pollution.  I learned in the US alone, coal accounts for approximately a quarter of all carbon emissions.
Summing up, one of the surprising facts is that the world GDP increases faster than carbon pollution. The coal industry is one of contributing factors to increased carbon pollution. For example, in the last years, the slow growth of carbon pollution was associated with the downfall of the coal industry in Europe and the US. Lack of renewables also contributes to increased carbon pollution. The global consumption of natural gas increases carbon pollution.  Throughout the article, what surprises me is a trend on coal in Europe, the US, and China.  For example, I was surprised that the US government reduced carbon pollution by closing down more than 500 coal-burning plants from 2010.  
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